
lifeGROUP Discussion questions Feb 10-13, 2012
1. Abraham was the father of the Jewish nation. God told Abraham he had to get out of his father’s house and go to another people in order to fulfill the plan of God for every nation, tongue, tribe and people.
We are so comfortable in our house, so comfortable with our people, and our culture, that God still has to say to us get out of your country, get away from your family, out of your father’s house to a people that I will show you. And isn't that exactly what Jesus did when He came to earth!
Question: Do you think it was difficult for Jesus to come into our culture on earth after being in the culture of heaven? Why do you think we sometimes find it difficult crossing into the culture of someone else? 
2. When the New Testament Church began to push themselves out of the borders of their comfort zone, God began to manifest Himself in ways that were unprecedented!
I believe with all my heart that a church that reflects every nation, tongue, tribe and people makes the heart of God VERY glad. But more than that, it opens up the windows of heaven and the RICH blessings of God are poured out as a result of it!
Question: In what ways do you sense God pouring out His blessing on Lakeview Church that is directly related to the blending of the nations? 
3. Galatians 3:26-28 LB “For now we are all children of God through faith in Jesus Christ, 27 and we who have been baptized into union with Christ are enveloped by him. 28 We are no longer Jews or Greeks or slaves or free men or even merely men or women but we are all the same-we are Christians; we are one in Christ Jesus."
In membership class one new member said, "I'm not a black man, I'm not a white man, I'm a Christian that has a lot to learn from people of different cultures and backgrounds. I need a church where everybody's not just like me!"
Question: Have you ever thought of it like that? What benefits could there be in belonging to a church that's not mono-ethnic? What value it could bring to you and your family? What strength might it bring? 
[bookmark: _GoBack]4. Acts 10:23 tells us Peter invited the three Gentile men into his house and lodged them before making the trip the following day to Caesarea. This act of hospitality must have been extremely uncomfortable to Peter since he never had a Gentile in his home; he never ate with one before, and never entered their homes.
Question: Has God ever placed you in a situation that moved you out of your comfort zone with a person of another ethnicity that ended up being a very good thing? Can you share the story?

